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U,  S,  DEPAB!SffiNT  OF  AG3RI  CULTURE 


Office  of  IipJormation 
Mr.  Harding,  ^^^^ 
Miss  Arnold,  ^875 


April  15,  19^7 
A  U5DA  BocTjment 


ABREDCIED  CgRONOLQ^  OF.  AGRICUL!KIRE 'S  PAET  IN  WAR 


The  following  incomplete  list  of  events  and  actions,  descri"bed  "briefly  in 
chronological  order,  should  enable  the  reader  to  pict-ure  the  part  the  Depart- 
ment of  Agriculture  has  played  in  furthering  the  var  effort. 

May  19^0:  The  Department  ef  Agriculture  established  a  defense  committee  under 
the  Administrator  of  the  Eural  Electrification  Administration  to  study  rural 
defense  power  needs  and  power  sources.    This  committee  cooperated  with  the  other 
agencies  of  the  GoYernment  in  early  defense  efforts  and  later  in  problems  aris- 
ing ovii^f  the  war. 

December  26,  19^0:    The  Secretary  of  Agriculture,  foreseeing  that, the  National 
Defense  Program  would  lead  to  increased  consumer  purchasing  power,  called  for 
the  expansion  of  the  hog-production  program.    Indications  then  were  that  the 
spring  pig  crop  would  be  Ih  percent  below  that  of  '^0.    The  Secretary  asked  for 
a  crop  at  least  as  large  as  that  of  19^0.    Such  a  19^1  spring  crop  was  produced. 
Increased  marketing  of  beef  catile  in  19^1  was  also  advised. 

December  31,  19^0;    By  the  end  of  the  year  most  of  the  effort  of  the  Forest 
Products  Laboratory  at  Madison,  Wisconsin,  was  oriented  to  defense  work.  The 
Laboratory  works  on  wood  substitutes  for  critical  metals,  wood  in  aircraft 
construction,  shipping- container  supplies  for  Army  ordnance,  and  nuJnerous 
other  war  problems  in  wood  utilization.    Later,  the  Forest  Service  also  carried 
on  surveys  of  supplies,  production,  and  wartime  requirements  for  the  primary 
forest  products. 

March  11,  19^1;    The  Lend-Lease  Act  was  signed. 

April  3,  l^hl:    The  Secretary  «f  Agriculture  announced  the  Food  for  Defense 
Program  designed  to  help  farmers  produce  the  food  required  by  new  foreign, 
Lend-Lease,  and  domestic  demand.    It  was  also  announced  that  the  prices  of  hogs, 
chickens,  eggs,  and  dairy  products  would  be  supported  through  Government 
purchase  programs.    This  price  support  was  authorized  by  the  Stoagall  Amendment 
to  the  Act  extending  the  life  of  the  Commodity  Credit  Corporation,  Public  Law 
1^7,  77th  Congress. 

May  5,  I9UI:    A  letter  frem  the  President  directed  the  establishjzient  of  an 
Office  for  Agricultural  Defense  ^Relations  (later  Office  for  Agricultural  War 
Relations)  in  USDA  to  bring  into  common  focus  the  consideration  farmers' 
needs  and  problems  as  related  to  the  prosecution  of  the  defense  program  and 
later  of  the  war.    It  was  to  help  solve  farmers'  difficulties  in  obtaining 
production,  equipment,  supplies,  labor,  transport  facilities,  and  storage 
space  required  to  expand  production.    Name  changed  to  Office  for  Agricultural 
War  Relations,  April  l4,  19^2.  ... - 

May  6,  19^1:    A  price-support  program  was  ann^iinced  designed  to  expand  the 
production  of  certain  varieties  of  dried  beans.  ^  *  *  *  A  statement  -^^as  issued 
pn  tomato  prices  In  the  effort  to  stimulate  producti^s  by  enabling  growers  to 
get  more  equitable  returns  for  their  crop. 


July  ^,  1941 ;    The  field  forces  of  the  Department  in  each  St^te  and  county  were 
organized  into  USDA  Defense  Boards  under  the  chairmanship;  of  the  chairman  of  the 
State  and  county  AAA.  committees.    The  Boards  formed  a  rallying  point  for  the 
responsible  officers  in-  each  State  and  county  and  to  focus  the  efforts  of  the 
Department  and  cooperating  State  agencies  so  as  to  render  farmers  more  prompt  and 
efficient  aid  in  carrying  on  their  war  activities. 

July  19^1:    The  farm  resources  of  the  Nation  vrere  surveyed  in  order  to  plan 
attainable  food-production  goals  for  19^2,  , 

August  h,  19^1:    The  Secretary  of  Agriculture  announced  steps  for  promotion  of  \ 
community  food-preparation  program£;  in  rural  schools  and  other  community  centers 
as  a  part  of  the  national  defense  nutrition  program.    The  plan  provided  for  ten 
regional  conferences  throughout  the  United  States  and  lending  of  money  for 
equipping  nutrition  centers  through  the  Rural  Electrification  Administration. 

ge.ptgfflt>er-  8 19^1 :  :The  J'ood  For  .Freedom  farm.productipn,§oals  for  19^2  were 
announced.'  '  jlor  '  5?^}-     ■      r:       .r-p-^.;  - 

October  19^1:     The  Defense  Boards.,  and  the  AAA  county  and  community  commit  to  omen 
canvassed  the  farms  and  helped    operators  frame  their  individup-l  19^-^2  ^production 
glajas  .,to.,.£?n^]l^!^^,  tj^em  ,to^^  ^i^odiipe.,  their^  proportionate  ^  sha:^e  gf  the  ^;f,^s.riiix|)rodup Jion 

goals.  *  -.-'V,.,.  -^-^   ^.^rj.  J  _^        ^,-.+  T-r.p.-  .'-<N-Qfr 

October  7>  19^1:    Under  a  cooperative  agre'ement  (signed  October  10)  mthHhe 
Office  of  Chief  of  Engineers^  US  Army^  the  Forest  Service  undertook  the  topo-  / 
graphic  mapping  of  several  thousand  sigiiare  miles  as  part  of  the  National  Defense 
Mapping  Program  of  strategic  areas. 

October  23,  19^1:    A  Nation-wide  program  for  the  repair  of  farm  machinery  was 
outlined  in  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  to  the  Defense  Boards, 

October  29,  19^1:    A  farm  scrap-collection  campaign  was  inaugurated  by  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  addressed  to  the  Defense  Boards. 

December  7>  19^1 ♦    Following  the  attack  on  Pearl  Harbor^  numerous  Forest  Service 
lookout  stations  were  immediately  made  a  part  of  the  Army  Aircraft  Warning  System, 
in  a  letter  to  Secretary  of  Agriculture  on  January"  1,  19^2^  the  Secretary  of  War 
established  official  procedure  for  placing  Department  and  State  lookout  stations 
in  warning  system.    More  than  6OO  observation  posts  now  function.  ; 

December  13 >  19^1:     The  Department  was  reorganized  to  streamline  it  for  the  war  I 
effort.    Seventeen  of  its  agencies  vrere  combined  into  eight  groups,  only  the 
heads  of  which  reported  directly  to  the  Secretary  therea.fter.     The  Department 
Defense  Board  (name  changed  to  U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture  War  Board  Februa.ry 
25,  19^2)  was  formed  from  the  heads  of  those  eight  agencies,  and  the  sta^ff 
officers  heading  the  Office  for  Agricultural  Defense  Relations,  the  Bureau  of 
Agricultural  Economics,  and  the  Extension  Service.     The  Agricultura-1  Research 
Administration  was  established.,., 

December  19 ,  19^1 :    Goals  were  announced  for  the  19^2  pack  of  the  foiu-  principal 
vegetables  canned  -~  tomatoes,  peas,  corn,  and  snap  beans.    The  Department  also 
established  fixed  prices  at  which  it  would  piurchase  the  pack  froE^rocessors  who 
had  paid  growers  specified  rates  for  the  crops.  .  ... 
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.  pecember-  .. 3.9-^0 >  19^1:-  The  National  Garden  Conf  erence  vas  held  under  the  Joint 
auspices,  of.  the  Department  of  Agriculture,  the  Federal  Securlty_  Agency,  and  the 
Office  of  Civilian  Defense,  ■  '  '  7. 

January  7,  19^2;    The  Secretary  directed  that  the  titles  of  the  State  and  county 
Befense  Boards  bo  changed  to  USDA  War  Boards, 

I  January  l6,'  19^2:    The  new  goals  for  19^2  farm  production,  revised  after  December 

7^  "were  announced,  placing  special  emphasis  upon  an  increased  production  of  fats 
(  and  oils  by  greatly  increasing  acreages  of  soybeans,  peanuts,  and  flaxseed.  Price 

^\  support  and  loans  were  made  available, 

March  8,  '19^2:    The  Forest  Service  and  the  Bureau  of  Plant  Industry  made  Joint 
announcement  of  their  guayule  rubber  project  following  immediately  the  passage  of 
appropriate  legislation  by  the  Congress, 

May  8,  19^2;    The  Secretary  made  a  statement  before  the  Subcommittee  of  the 
Senate  Committee  on  Agriculture  and  Forestry  investigating  the  uses  of  farm  crops 
in  the  production  of  alcohol  and  synthetic  rubber.    He  advocated  the  use  of  80 
million  bushels  of  wheat  or  corn  to  produce  alcohol  to  turn  into  220,000  tons  of 
butadiene,  the  principal  raw  material  for  2^0,000  tons  of  synthetic  rubber. 

May  ik,  19^2:    The  Bureau  of  Plant  Industry  announced  the  arrival  of  a  small 
shi^^ent  of  Eussian  dandelion,  (Kok-Saghyz)  seeds  which  were  to  be  used  for 
experimental  plantings  to  determine  where  the  plant  would  best  grow  here.  *  ^  *  * 
The  Victory  Food  Special  progra,m  was  announced  designed  to  increase  the  consump- 
tion of  foods  in  temporary  or  seasonal  abundance  and  to  divert  consumers  from 
foods  more  badly  needed  for  our  armed  forces  and  our  allies. 

May  19,  19^2;    A  program  was  adopted  designed  to  enable  canners  to  operate  at 
■     maximum  production,  farmers  to  produce  at  capa.city,  and  consumer  to  procure  ca.nned 
:  vegetables  without  having  to  pay  extremely  high  prices.    Price  support  was  then 
■'and  later  given  to  12  canned  vegetables .in  addition  to  the  four  mentioned  December 
19  previously.  .    •  - 

June  1,  19^2:    The  Forest  Service,  in  cooperation  •td.th  State  forestry  agencies, 
conservation  organizations,  and  the  War  Advertising  Council,  launched  a  War-time 
Forest  Fire  Prevention  Campaign. 

June  ^,  19^2:    The  program  to  aid  producers  ,  of  dehydrated  vegetables  needed  by 
our  armed  forces  and  for  Lend-Lease  shipment  was  underway  as  an  emergency  research 
project  by  several  bureaus  of  the  Agricultural  Eesearch  Administration.  ^  *  *  ^ 
A  Foods  Requirements  Committee,  with  control  over  the  production  and  allocation 
of  all  civilian  and  military  food  supplies,  was  named  by  the  Chairman  of  WB, 
with  the  Secretary  of  Agricultiire  as  Chairman.    It  v/as  intended' to  be  a  centrali- 
zed body .with  .power  to  direct  and  handle  the  wartime  food  problem  in  close  coordi- 
nation with  other  complicated  war-productio;a  problems .      *  *     The  Secretary 
approved  an  agreement  between  the  Commodity  Credit- Corporation  and  the  Forest 
Service  under  which  the  Service,  acting-  as  the.  C-orpor  at  ion's  agent,  would  conduct 
a  large-scale  enterprise  f or  the  -productior}  of  spruce  logs  suitable  for  airplane 
liimber  from  the  Tongass  National  Forest  in  Alaska. 

June  9.  j-9^2«    The  VJhite  House  announced  the  appointment  of  a  Combined  Food  Board 
composed  of  Secretary  of  Agriculture  and  head  of  the  British  Food  Mission,  to 
effect  planned  and  expeditious  utilization  of  the  food  resources  of  the  United 
Nations . 
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June  50,  1942:    The  Secretary  allocated  to  the  Forest  Service  t223,»oo  rrom  ihe 
Norris-Doxey  Act  appropriation  to  establish,  in  cooperation  with  the  States,  a 
forest -product s  marketing  service  for  farmers.    The  service  provides  information 
on  markets  and  assistance  in  marketing  operations.     It  encourages  cutting  of 
forest  products  needed  f  or  war  and  for  est -iftanag  erne  nb  practices  that  v/ill  effect 
continuing  production  and  returns  from  farm  woodlands. 

.  * 

July  1,  1942;    To  meet  needs  of  WPB,  OPA,  and  other  v/ar  agencies,  the  Forest 
Service  set  up  a  special  unit  to  compile  information  on  requirements,  production 
and  supplies  of  forest  products,  end  on  special  problems  of  production  end  dis- 
tribution.   Work  of  the  unit  included  nation-wide  surveys  of  lumber  stocks,  esti- 
mates of  lumber  requirements,  analyses  of  factors  affecting  production  and  special 
studies  on  procurement  of  critical  wood  products  such  as  pulpwood,  aircraft . lumber 
and  shuttle  blocks.  ' 

July  20,  19421     The  Administrator  of  the  Rural  Electrification  Administration 
halted  all  construction  of  rural  power  lines  under  the  Federal  lending  program  in 
order  to  conserve  critical  materials  for  the  war  effort. 

July  23,  1942;    The  Secretary  announced  a  three-point  program  to  help  alleviate 
the  existing  meat  shortage.     The  prices  paid  for  meat  by  the  Department  in  purchas 
ing  for  Lendr-Lease  shipment  were  reduced;  local  ad3ustments  were  made  to  try  to 
bring  prices  into  line  v/ith  actual  costs  to  packers;  plans  were  formulated  to 
enable  packers  to  continue  operation  when  th^' faced  the  necessity  for  suspending. 

August  1942;     The  Department  furnished  the  Army  Signal  Corps  a  group  of  it s  rural 
electrification  engineers  for  construction  work  in  connection  vdth  the  Alcan 
highway. 

August  7,  1942:    A  program  of  Government  aid  in  supplying  farm  labor,   set  up  by 
the  Wer  Manpower  Commission  end  the  Department,  was  announced.     It  was  to  be 
managed  by  the  Farm  Security  Administration  in  cooperation  with  the  l%r  Boards 
and  the  U.  S.  Employment  Service.     It'  included  paying  the  transportation  of  farm 
workers  for  distances  exceeding  200  miles;  standard  minimum  wages;  an  educational 
program  for  the  efficient  use  of  labor  in  wartime  food  production;  and  the  utili- 
zation of  some  Canadian  and  Mexican  labor. 

August  19,  1942:     Machinery  had  been  set  up  for  transporting  domestic  farm  worker 
into  areas  where  serious  labor  shortages  existed.     Concerted  efforts  were  being 
made  to  retain  experienced  managers  on  farms,  to  get  industry  to  recruit  its  labo: 
in  cities,  and  to  utilize  fully  the  underemployed  workers  on  small  family  farms 
in  low-income  groups  by  providing  Farm  Security  Administration  loans,  *  *  *  * 
The  Secretary  stated  that  he  no  longer  felt  price  ceilings  on  livestock  should  be 
prohibited  by  law  until  prices  reached  110  percent  of  parity  and  ths.t  he  hoped 
for  the  repeal  of  this  provision. 

August  26,  1942:    A  pricing,  marketing,   end  processing  program  for  the  major  oil 
crops  was  announced  to  protect  prices  to  farmer Sp  to  implement  the  price  supports 
announced  by  the  Department  as  an  inducement  to  farmers  to  increase  their  produc- 
tion of  cottonseed,  peanuts,   soybeans,  and  linseed  for  oil,  end  to  preserve  OPA 
ceiling  prices  on  vegetable  oil  products. 

September  1,   1942:     The  Secretary,  as  Chairman  of  the  Foods  Requirements  coramitte 
announced  a  voluntary  meat-conservation  program  to  be  followed  in  due  time  by 
rationing.    The  an  ount  of  meat  that  packers  could  sell  into  civilian  trade  was 
limited.     Civilians  were  asked  to  consume  no  more  than  2^  pounds  per  person  per 
week  of  pork,  beef,  veal,   la.mb,  and  mutton. 
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■September  17,  1942;    A  temporary  order  prohibitinfr  the  sale  of  new  farm  machin- 
ery  and  equipment,   except  as  eat5>ecified  in  a  rationing  scheme  governing- its 
release,  was  announced  and  became  effective  immediately.    An  OPA  order  of  the 
previous  day  had  delegated  to  the  Department  authority  to  ration  such  machinery 
and  equipment,  * 

October  2,  1942;     The. Price  Stabilization  Act  was  signed,  Sections  3  and  8 . of 
which  especially  concerned  agricultural  commodities. 

October  1,  1942;     The  President' authorized  the  Secretary  to  increase  Commodity 
Credit  Corporation  loan  rates  on  cotton,  tobacco,  rice,  and  market ing -quota 
peanuts  from  85  to  90  percent  of  parity. 

October  14,  1942;     Goals,  were  announced  calling  for  a  15-30  percent  increase  of 
acreage  in  carrots,  lima  beans,  green  beens,   snap  beans,  and  onions,  and  for 
the  same  acreage  as  in  1942  for  cabbage,  fresh  tomatoes,  beets,  and  spinach. 
The  following  w'ere  designa.ted  less  essential  or  nonessential  vegetables  arid,  as 
was  announced  November  9,  their  acreage  to  be  reduced  70-85 'percent :  Cantaloupes, 
cucumbers,   cauliflower,  eggplant,  watermelon,  bleached  celery,  head  lettuce, 
green  peppers,  asparagus,  artichokes.     The  Department  would  give  no  aid  to 
growers  of  these  in  obtaining  transportation,  labor,  fertilizers,  containers, 
and  so  on.     On  November  9  trocol  i"   also  was  added  to  the  list  of  vesretables  for 
which  the  acreage  was  to  be  maintained. 

October  23,  1942  :     The  Department  snd  thg)  OPA  jointly  announced  the  completion 
of  .a  progrein  designed  to  prevent  increases  in  the  price  of  bread  and  flour  to 
American  consumers. 

October  28,  1942;    The  '^^ar  Ife.np owe r  Commission  announced  a  broad  progrBjn  to 
stabilize  employment  on  dairy,   livestock,  and  poultry  farms,  under  a  directive 
requiring  the  Selective  Service  System  to  ask  local  draft  boards  to  <?ro.nt  occu- 
pational deferments  to  necessary  men  in  these  lines  for  vhom  replacements  are 
unavailable,   *  *  *  *  All  new  farm,  machinery  end  equipment,   except  repair  parts, 
was  frozen,  as  of  November  1,  under  Temper sry  Rationing  Order  B  which  vvas  to 
remain  in  effect  until  State  and  county  qiiots  s  were  established  as  a  basis  for 
a  permanent  rationing  order.     The  Department  and  the  State  Tpr  Boards  were  to 
establish  these  quotas.     On  December  31  the  freeze  was  released,  and  farmers 
thereafter  required  purchase  certificates  to  buy  under  rationing. 

November  10,   1942 ;     The  irVar  Jfenpower  Comjnission  issued  a  directive  to  Govern- 
ment agencies  putting  into  effect  its  program  for  conserving,  training,  8jnd 
recruiting  labor"  on  dairy,   livestock,  and  poultry  ferm.s.     The  progr^jii  got  under 
wa.y  experimentally  by  November  22,  the  Farm  Security  Administration  handling  it. 
Recruits  were  to  be  trained  at  State  colleges  arid  then  pieced  on  jobs,  the  T.S. 
Employment  Service  cooperating  in  selecting  families  to  be  moved.  Transporta- 
tion is  provided.     Written  contract  agreements  between  emxployers  and  vrorkers  are 
required.     The  program  is  to  help  get  low-income  farm  fsjnilies  into  productive 
agricultural  employment. 

November  17,  .1942;    With  funds  provided  by  the  Office  of  Coordinator  of  Inter- 
American  Affairs,  the  Forest  Service  undertook  tropical  tim.ber  studies  in  Central 
and  South  American  countries  to  obtain  information  on  forest  products  sources, 
supplies,  and  uses  for  v/ar  ship-building,  military  construction,  and  other  war 
needs.     Department  foresters  already  were  making  a  sur'^rey  of  quinine  sources  in 
Colombia. 
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December  1,  1942;     The  1943  Ag:ricultur al  Adjustment  Agency  program  was  5?jinounced 
placing  special  emphasis  on  war  crops  with  payment  deductions  on  farms  failing 
to  meet  v\rar -product ion  goals.     Farmers  are  to  make  wartime  crop  adjustments  and 
also  to  adopt  approved  soil  conservation  practices  to  insure  increased  acre 
yields  and  protection  of  the  soil. 

December  5,  1942;    Executive  Order  .9280  gave  full  responsibility  for  and  author- 
ity over  the  Nation's  food  program  to  the  Secretstry  of  Agriculture,  who  was 
directed  to  ascertain  needs,   formulate  and  implement  programs  to  fill  them, 
assign  food  priorities  and  make  allocations,  take  such  steps  as  required  to 
effect  the  efficient  and  proper  distribution  of  the  available  food  supply,  and 
purchase  and  procure  food  for  Federal  agencies*    The  Secretary  was  designated  a 
member  of  the  War  Production  Board, 

December  9^  1942 t    An  American  cheddar  cheese  subsidy  program  was  announced  to 
expand  production  by  increasing  the  returns  to  farmers  who  ship  milk  to  cheese 
factories.     Under  the  program  the  Government  purchases  all  such  cheese  delivered 
by  factories    6t  a  fixed  price  and  then  sells  it  back  to  the  ffictories,  without 
effecting  physical  transfer,  at  3-3/4^  per  pound  less  than  the  purchase  price. 
This  was  to  enable  factories  to  pay  farmers  a  price  that  would  attract  milk  for 
the  needed  increase  in  cheese  production  and  yet  prevent  a  rise  in  price  to  con- 
sumers • 

December  10,  1942;     The  Department  of  Agriculture  was  reorganized  to  facilitate 
the  carrying  out  of  the  national  food  program  entrusted  to  the  Secretary  on 
December  5,  1942.     Its  activities  were  now  in  the  main  grouped  into  a  Food 
Production  Administration,  a  Food  Distribution  Administret ion,  and  the  already 
existing  Agricultural  Research  Admini strati on,  the  functions  of  t he  Commodity 
Credit  Corporation,  the  Forest  Service,  and  the  Rural  Electrification  Adminis- 
tration remaining  essentially  unchanged.     There  were  also  transferred  to  the 
Department  certain  personnel  and  equipment  from' the  ■.■Jar  Production  Board.  The 
Agricultural  '."[ar  Board  was  reduced  to  8  administrative  and  staff  officers,  and 
remained .the  Departmental . War  Board. 

December  17p  1942; .  There  was  announced  a  three-way  cooperative  program  of  the 
CCC  with  flour  millers  and . di stiller s  to  increase  the  production  of  industrial 
alcohol  for  war  purposes  by  the  use  of  Government-ovvmed  wheat,  perhaps  50 
million  bushels,  which  was  to  be  sold  to  millers  for  manufacture  into  granular 
form,  a  free-flowing  hard-w^heat  flour,  for  resale  to  distillers. 

December  19j  .1942;     The  Secretary  appointed  the  Food  Advisor^/  Committee  thus 
automatically  abolishing  the  Foods  Requirements  Committee, 

December  24,   1942;     The  1943  CCC  loan  end  purchase  program  for  the  gum  naval 
stores  was  announced.     The  progrr^m  was  mrde  available  through  the  American  Tur- 
pentine Farmers  Association  cooperative  to  producers  who  complied  with  the  1943 
Naval  Stores  Conservation  Program  of  the  Agricultural  Adjustment  Agency  and  the 
Forest  Service. 

December  29,   1942;     Food  Distribution  Order  No.  1  was  issued,   effective  Janu- 
ary 18,  to  help  prevent  a  rise  in  the  price  of  bread  to  consumers,  to  conserve 
bread  supplies  and  critical  materials  used  by  bakers,  to  effect  savings  of 
'labor  and  equipment  in  the  baking  industry,  and  to  safeguard  the  nutritional 
value  of  our  bread. 

December  51,  1942;     It  was  announced  that  the  Food  Stamp  Plan  would  be  suspended 
March  1,  1943,  but  that  the  School  Lunch  and  School  Milk  plans  would  remain 
operative. 


January  4,  1945?  .  -  It  wa, a.  announced  that  the  total  oivi  lian  per  capita  consump- 
tion of  canned  goods  would  range  between  3564  and  40.5  pounds ' in  1943;  this 
included  cominerci«ally  canned  fruits  an'd  vegetables,  canned  soups^,  baked  beans, 
and  canned  baby  food.    -  .  ,    •  ^ 

January  5,  1945;    Food  Distribution  Order  No.  2  was  issued  directing  creamery 
butter  manufacturers  to  set  aside  30  percent  of  their  monthly  production,  if 
they  produced  more  than  12,000  pounds  in  any  month  the  ps  st  year,  for  direct  v^ar 
~purposes,    beginning  Februerv''  1.  ..  About  two-thirds  of  the  butter  so  set  aside 
went  to  the  arm.ed  forces.   *  *  *  *  An  order  was  also  issued  to  ensure  an  adequate 
supply  of  citrus  juices  for  direct  v/ar  requirements  and  so  timing  the  distri- 
bution of  civilian  supplies  thiat  'canned  grapefruit  juice  would  be  evailsble 
when  fresh  fruit  supplies  were  sessonably  lov/.     The  production  of  oil  citrus 
juices  except  unconcentrpted  grapefruit  juice  was  reserved  for  wp.r  requirements, 
and  canners  were  prohibited  f rom s  elling  unconc^ntrated rapef ruit  juice  till 
after  the  end  of  IVferch. 

January  7,  1943:    Mschinery  was  established  to  deal  mth  temporrry  local  food 
shortages  tirislng  from  maldistribution  of  supplies.     State  and  area  committees 
were  being  organized  under  the  Food  Production  Administration  to' handle  critical 
supply  problems,  to  determine  the  causes  of  locrl  shortages,  and  to  recommend 
steps  to  prevent  recurrence,  trade  groups  cooperating. 

January  8,   1943;     Provision  was  msde  to  per^mit  farmers  in  the  commercial  corn 
area  to  overpla'nt  their  corn  allotments  without  penalty,  provided  they  hj?-d 
already  planted  their  goal  of  such  war  crops  as  hemp,  flax,   soybeans,   dry  beans, 
dry  peas,  and  hay  end  pasture  for  livestock.     The  Department  c.lso  announced  it 
would  support  the  price  of  barley  from  the  1943  crop  at  s.  level  equal  to  its 
feeding  value  in  relation  to  corn. 

Jenuary  12.  1943;    Food  Distribution  Order  Ko,  6  was  issued  requiring  citrus 
fruit  handlers  in  Celifornia,  Florida,  Texas,  and  xirizon?  to  set  aside  specified 
qualities  of  lemons,  grapefruit,  limes,  and  oranges,  except  tangerines,  for 
processing,  to  effect  maximum  utilization  of  existing  f acilitie s  f or  -  the  pro- 
duction of  citrus  juices,  especially  concentrates,  for  war  requirements.   *  *  *  * 
This  was  Farm:  Mobilization  Dcy  by  Presidential  proclamation, 

January  17;  1943;     Secretary  Tickard  announced  the  Depf^ rtm.ent*  s  p'olicjr  on  the 
employment  of  dollar-e -year  men;  if  employed,  they  can  have  no  administrative 
responsibility  or  authority  but.  must  be  assigned  to  a  consultant's  panel.   *  *  *  * 
Increased  acreages  of  potatoes,  dry  berns  and  fresh  truck  crops  -vrere    as-ked  under 
a  production-payment  program  for  plantings  in  excess  of  90  and  up    to  110  percent 
of  t  he  -goals.- 

Jonuary  19.   1943 ;    Food  Distribution  Order  No.  8  was  issued  on  the  use  of  milk 
and  milk  products  for  the  civilian  production  of  ice. cream.     A  cut  to  65  percent 
of  the  quantities  used  for  this  purpose  during-  the  period  December  1,  1941  to 
.November  30,   1942,  was  ordered  to  save  milk  enough  to  produce  97-^  million  pounds 
of  buti:er  and  68  m.illion  pounds  of  dry  skim  m.ilk  per  jee^r,  ; 

■  JanusTy  20,   1943;     The  Selective  Service  Bureau  of  the  V>^8r  Manpower  Commission 
announced  liberalization  of  the  requirement  s- for  agricultural  deferm.ents.   *  *  *  * 
Food  Directive  No.  1,  issued  January  16,  was  announced.     It  stated  t hr.t  consumer 
rationing  of  all  fruits,  fruit  juices,  vegetables,  vegetable  juices,   soups,  end 
baby  foods  had  already  been  authorized,   insofar  as  they  were  packed  in  hermet- 
ically sealed  containers  of  aiy  type  and  heat  sterilized,   or  were  frozen,  dried, 
of. dehydrated.  The  following  items  v/ere  included  in  the  Directive  to  facilitate 


the  administrative  preparations  for  rat Ipning  when  nec'essary,;  Fish,  shellfish, 
jams,  •  jellies,  •  preserves,  fruit  butters,,  . picklBs,  . relishes, ■  and  canned  milk. 
Rationing  of. these  products  vms  not'a  sked  immediately.     * .  *  '*  *  The  -Var  ' 
Production  Board  at  the  request  of  the  Department  liberalized  its  regulations 
with  regard  to  electric  service  extensions  to  f  armers*.    Under'the  new  plan  . 
farms  which  meet  certain  requirement  s  .,can/obiain  electric  .service  for  increr  sing 
food  production  "by  securing  approval  of  the  .-County  War ,  Board.   *  *  *  *  An  Inter- 
itgency  Food;  Pxocurement  Committee  was  created  consisting:  of  representj?.tives  of  - 
principal  GrtDvernment  agencies  buying  food  for  war  p-urpose.So     It  comprised  mem- 
bers from  the  Food  Distribution  Administration,  the  Director  of  'which  is  Chair- 
manj  the  'Mr  Department,'  the  Navy  Department,  the •  Marine •  Corps*,  the  Veterans' 
Administration,  the  l-ITar  Production  Board,  the  Board  of  Economic  'Warfare,  the. 
Office  of  Price  Administration,  and  t hs . Commodity  Credit- Corporation.  (FDA 
.Director's  Memorandum,  No.  16,  Supplement  E. )  - 

January  21,  1943;    A  drive  was  announced  to  get  farm  families  to  produce  and 
preserve  as  much  as  possible  of  their  year's  food  needs.     It  was  hoped  that  30 
million  tons  of  food  could  be  produced  by  them  for  home  supply  'entirely  outside 
commercial  transportation  systems,  and  processing  capacity*  *  *  *  *  Additional 
funds  of  from  200  to  225  million  dollars  were  made  available  at  the*  county  level 
through  the  Food  Production  Administration  as  credit  for' the  production  of 
essential  wartime  food  and  fiber.     Financing  is  t o  take' place  through  the  Region- 
al Agricultural  Credit  Corporation  of  ■Washington,  D,  C,  which  is  under  the 
supervision  of  the  Farm  Credit  Administration,  a  nd  will  be .  supplemental  to  other 
sources  of  credit.   *  *  *  *Food  Distribution  Order  No.  11  was  issued  to  effect 
mi  Ik -marketing  economy,  to  eliminate  packages  belovv'-  one  quart  deliverable  to  con- 
sumers, to  limit  large-scale  purchasers  to  tvro  handlers  unless  they  buy  in  excess 
of  300  quarts  from  each,   and  to  enforce  other  procedures  to  render  milk  marketing 
more  efficient  and  economical.   *  *  *  *  Unified  responsibility  for  supplying  labor 
for  war  production  on  farms  was  given  to  the  Secretary  of  Agriculture  by  the 
Chairman  of  the  War  Manpower  Commission,  consolidating  functions  previously 
divided  between  the  United  States  Employment  Service  and  the  Department  of  Agri- 
culture,    Operating  responsibility  for  recruiting  and  placing  farm  labor,  the 
determination  of  needs  and  area.s  of  supply,  the  transportation  of  farm  workers 
to  shortage  areas,  and  the  determination  of  war-essential  crops  were  thus  brought 
together  in  the  Department  "which,  under  a  previous  directive  from  the  Director 
of  Economic  Stabilization^  also  has  responsibility  for  dealing  with  farm  wages. 
2hls  was  WMC  War  Directive  X^7II, 

January  22,  1943;     Secretary's  Memorandum  Noo  1054,  Supplement  2,  was  issued 
which  made  some  further  changes  in  the  organization  of  the  Department  to  facili- 
tate the  carrying  out  of  the  national  food  program.     Committees  on  Foreign 
Purchase  and  Importation  end  on  Domestic  Transportation  were  created.  *  *  *  * 
It  was  announced  that  the  hPLrvest  of  Russian  dandelion  roots  from  the  experi- 
mental plantings  made  by  Forest  Service  and  the  tests  of  them  carried  on  at  the 
Eastern  Regional  Research  Laboratory  had  progressed  favorably.     .  ' 

January  26,  1943;    An  incentive -payment  program  was  announced  to  obtain  greater  • 
production  of  sweetpotatoes,   soybeans,  grain  sorghums,   peanuts,  flax,  and  dried 
peas.     The  payments  are  to  total  100  million  dollars  and  are  to  be  made  to 
farmers  who  produce  in  excess  of  90  and  up  to  100  percent  of  their  goals.  The 
goals  v/ere  at  the  same  t  ime  increased,  the  incentive  -payment  being  offered  to 
compensate  farmers  for  their  added  costs  in    achieving  t he  increased  goals. 
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January  27,   1943:     The  School  Lunch  Program  was  so  changed  that  hereafter  spon- 
soring  organizations  purchased  food  supplies  from  locel  merchants  and  farmers 
and  were  reimbursed  by  the  Food  Distribution.  Administrati'ono  *  *  *  *  A  program 
was  announced  to  increase  the  acreage  of  designated  truck  and  vegetable  crops  for 
fresh 'consumption.     The  crops  included  carrots,   snap  bep.ns,  lima  beans,  beets, 
tomatoes,  cabbage,  onions,   and  green  peas. grown  for  fresh  consumption.  Incen- 
tive payments  werevoffered  for  plantings  in  excess  of  90  and  up  to  110  percent 
of  goals^  and  also  for  planting  two  successive  crops  on  the. same  acreage  during 
the  period  February  1,  1943  -  September  1,  1943, 

January  28,  1943;    The  Department,  through  the  Commodity  Credit  Corporation,, 
offered  special  price  support  to  growers  of  tomstoes,  peas,    sweet  cornp   and  snp^p 
beans  for  processing.     It  v/ould  purchase  the  output  of  processors  certified,  to 
have  paid  specified  m.inimum  prices  to  growers,  snd  then  resell  to  the  canners, 
at  prices  to  be  announced,  at  a  discount  sufficient  to  permit  them  to  pay  the 
growers*     Growers  must  contract  with  certified  canners  to  assure  themselves  of 
price  support.     Farmers  v;'ere  urged  to  contract  for  all  acreage  necessery  to  enable 
processors  to  operate  at  capacity.  . 

January  30»  1943:    A  supplemental  price-support  program  was  announced  to  increase 
the  acreage  of  dried  peas  by  the  use  of  incentive  poyments. 

January  31,  1943:  An  additional  three  million  cases  of  evaporat ed , milk  was  re- 
leased to  civilian  consumers  from  stocks  held  by  the  Food  Distribution  Adminis- 
tration-. 

February  3,   1943;     It  was  announced  that  the  price  of  potatoes  would  b e  supported 
at  92  percent  of  parit.y"  in  order  to  increase  production  to  fill  wartime '  demand  s . 
*  *  *  *  Food  Distribution  Order  No.  14  was  issued  reserving  25  percent  of  the 
peanut -oil  -production  at  the  point  of  refining  to  assure  adequate  quantities  for 
essential  war  uses.  .  ■ 

February  5,   1943;    A  program  of  special  advances  was  announced  to  encourage  the 
additional  productim  of  specified  war  crops,  and  to  insure  producers  against 
loss  on  high  risk  crops  or  crops  they  would  not  otherwise  undertake  to  grow. 
The  advances  will  be  extended  through  the  county  War  Boards  and  the  Regional  Agri- 
cultural Credit  Corporation  of  the  Farm  Credit  Administration.     The  following 
crops- were  specif  ied.     Pote^toes  w?iere  the  farm  froal  is  3  acres  or  more,  soybeans 
for  beans,  flax  for  •  seed  or  fiber,  American-Egyptian  cotton^  pea.nuts  to  be  har- 
vested, and  picked,  hemp  for  seed  or  fiber,   dry  beans,  dry  peas,   excluding  wrinkled 
varieties,   castor  beans,  tomatoes,   snap  beans,   lim^eans,  peas,   carrots  for  pro- 
cessing or  fresh  sale,  cabbs.e:e,   sweet  corn,   an^    table  beets,  the  last  three  for 
processing  only. 

February  6^   1943:     Southern  farmers  were  asked  to  plant  as  much  of  their  1945 
farm  cotton  a^llotments  as  possible,  thouo-h  not  to  exceed  thorn,  after  meeting 
special  war-crop  goa.ls.     This  is  to  increase  yields  of  cottonseed  oil  and  meal 
and  cotton  linters.   *  ■*  *  ■*    The  Cheddar  cheese  industry  was  directed  to  set 
aside  one-half  its  monthly  production  for, direct  war  use  under  Food  Distribution 
Order  No.  15  which  becomes  effective  February  15.     Dom.estic  consumption  of  all 
cheese  by  civilians  is  expected  to  be  approxiiia-t ely  four-fifths  of  the  1941  con- 
sumption.      Manufacturers  of  less  than  8,000  pounds  of  Cheddar  m.o.n.thly  were  not 
included.     Prospective  per  capita  cons\imption  for  1943  was  4.8  pounds  compared  Vvlth 
6.4  in  1942,  about  6  in  1938-39,   5.3  in  1935,   and  a  1935-39  average  of  5.9  pounds... 
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February ,'.7,  1943 1    -Cooperativie  ar^j^a'iigem  announced  whereby  the  "basic 

food  research  needed  by  the ''Aririy-^^^^^  the  Navy'B-ureaiji  of  Sup- 

plies and  AccO'Unts  can  be,  c'o^duct'ea'b^  Research"  Arimini  strati  on. 

Two 'consulting  committees  Mf.re.  fp.|>oin^e'a't'.^  -.cpoperete-'Wi^'h""  and  advise,  the  Direc- 
tor of  -  the.'  ARA-,  •  one-  consisting.,  p.f  "  out  s^'andlng'  experts'  in  nutrition .. and  the  other 
of  food-processing  i-ndustry.  research  pers^  -  ■     .  ■  ^ 

February  8,   1945;     The  Secretary.  T^su'ed  a  directive'  deTegating  to  t,he  Secretory 
of  the  Interior  responsibility  for*  the  Ceitching,  he  rv&stingj  and.  processing  of 
-fish  and' reserving  to  the  Department  of.  Agriculture  the  wartime  functions  of 
allocation,  reservation  limitation.  Federal  procurement,  a n-d-  container  supply. 
The  Fish  and  Wildlife  Service  and  the  FDA  will  work 'in  "close  cooperation.       *  *  * 
A  goal  of  18,000,000  Victory  Gardens  was  set,  as 'compared  with  15,000,000  in 
1942.      •         ■  .  ;■.  '  "    ■  ■    ;  "     '  ' 

February  14,  1945;  .  The .program  designed  to  mobilize  more  than       million  work- 
ers to  help  farmers  meet  the  Nation's  increased  food  end'  fiber  requirements  for 
1943  was  announced.     This  progrcm  complies  Avith  the  ?[er  Manpower  Commission's 
directive  assigning  the  Department  responsibility  for  farm  labor.     It  is  designed 
to  provide,  year-round,  .  seasonal ,  ' and  emergency  harvest  workers.-  •    •  - 

seed-production  program  vas  announced, 
pproxima.tely  3  million  poun-ds  of  pure  variety 

February  20,   1943:-    At  the  Secretary  's  request  dry  edible  beans,   dry  peas,  len- 
ti  Is,,  and  d  ehydrated  and  dry  .-.soups .  were  added  to  the  list 'of  .f  oo'ds  to  be  '  rati  oned 
to  consumers  by  the  OPA- beginning  March  1,  because  of _  Heavy  dem.ahds  by  our  armed 
forces  and  the  Russian  Ar^^  for  dry  beans  and  dry  peas,' 

February  25,   1943;     The  Department  of  Agriculture  end  the  Office  o'f  Education 
announced  their  joint  campaign  to  recruit  from  500,000  to  650,000  Victory  Farm 
Volunteers  ^mpng  non-farm  youth  to  do  farm  work  during  the  sprirjg  and  summer 
'months.     These  will.  be  pa'rt  of  the  "u.   S.  Crop  Corps.  '*  '.-rheat  'marketing 

quotas  were  suspended  in  a  move  to  insure  adequate  food  and  feed  supplieso 

March  1,  .1-943;    An ' Agricultural  Labor  Administration  was' created  in  the^Depart- 
ment  to  be  responsible  for  the  development  and  direction  of -all  phases  of.  its 
farm  labor  program.     It  took  over  such  work-  previously  carried  on.  -by  the  Agri- 
cultural Labor  Branch  of  the  FPAj  and  was  to  integrate  farm  labor  work  done  by 
FDA,  the  F^Aj   and' the     E.xtension  Service,   or -e  Is'ewjiere  in- the  Department.  .  *  *  *  * 
The  Food  Str^mp  Plan  was  suspended.  ' 

March  5,   1943:    A  three-point  program  to  prevent  black  market  operations  was  an- 
.nounced  as  part  of  a  naitional  -meat -management-  plan.    -  It  involved  livestock 
slaughter  under  a  permit  system;  complete,, ,  records  of  all  operations  of  slaught- 
erers; and  the  setting  aside  for  v<fB.r  use- of  designated  percentages  of  their 
production  by  slaughterers  operating  under  Federal :  inspe.ction. 

March  8.  -'1945 ;'    It  was  announced -that  farm,,  families  ,  enlisted  in  the  1943  food, 
production' pro grnn  vdll  be  awarded,  a  Certificate  .of  .Farm  ,l''B.r  Service  in  recogni- 
tion of  their'  efforts,--  ■■.  .  -^.-^    ,     •        ',  '■  . 

March  10,  '1945:  "  Annbu-ncement  was  made,„of^,a  meeting:  of  fatty'  acids  manufacturers 
with  Department  representatives  in  '.-'"ashing ton  to  discuss  ways'' and- meajns  of  combat 
ing  the  shortage  of  fats  and  oils;  the  expansion  of  tall  oil  refining  capacity  wa 
proposed,  this  being  a  pulpwood  by-product  v.'-hich  can  be  used  as  an  "e.xtender  of 
fats  and  oilso 


February  17,  1945 ;    The  castor  -.bean 
designed,  to'  produce  -a  stockpile  of  a 
castor-beans  for  planting  purposes. 
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March  11,  1943:  The  Secretary  authorized  the  OPA  to  institute  rationing  of 
meats,  edible  fats  and  oils  including  butter,  cheese,  and  canned  fish  on  or 
before  April  1. 

March  13^  1945:    A  price-support  program  to  facilitate  increased  production  and 
processing  of  canning  vegetables  in  1943  was  snnounced,   superseding  the  program 
announced  January  28  last.     The  progrBm    assures  farmers  20  to  50  percent  higher 
prices  for  their  crops  than  in  1942  and  protects  canners  against  losses  due  to 
incre3.sed  cost  of  raw  products.     Crops  involved  were:     Tomatoes,   sv/eet  corn, 
snap  |>eans,   green  peas,   lima  beans,   beets,   carrots,  and  cabbac^e  for  kraut,  CCC 
was  to  buy  raw  materials  from,  canners  to  support  prices  and  then  re-sell  to  them 
at  1942  prices,     OPA  collaborates    with  the  Department  in  the  program, 

March  16,   1943:     The  Standing  Agricultural  Committee  of  Canada  and  t he  United 
States  of  America,  consisting  of  officials  of  both  countries,  was  announced  to 
coordinate  production  and  distribution  policies  of  t he  two  countries.  (See 
Secretary's  Memorajidum  No.   1072,  February  13,  1943.) 

Marph  22,   1943:     Food  Distribution  Order  40  was  issued  providing  that  all  shell 
eggs  in  cold  storage  on  May  31  be  set  aside  for  governmental  ag-encies..  This 
was  done  on  the  basis  of  informiation  that  storage  had  so  increased  in  recent 
weeks  that  the  heavy  movement  of   shell  eggs  into  storage  adversely  affected 
civilian  supplies.     Food  Distribution  Order  41  v/as  issued  reserving  the  entire 
1943  production  of  spray-process  dried  whole  eggs  for  delivery  to  governmental 
agencies.     It  also  limited  production  of  frozen  and  liquid  eggs,   dried  yolks, 
dried  albumen,     and  pan-dried  whole  eggs  to  the  quantities  produced  and  sold  for 
commercial  use  in  1942,  but  it  will  not  reduce  the  quantity  of  such  products 
available  for  civilian  use  belovr  the  civilian  consumption  level  of  1942.   *  *  *  * 
The  transfer  of  the  Nutrition  Division  of  the  Office  of  Defense  Health  and  Wel- 
fare Service  to  the  Department's  Food  Distribution  Administration  was  made, 
pursuant  to  Executive  Order  9310,   issued  by  the  President  on  March  9.     The  Divi- 
sion formed  the'  nucleus  of  a  Nutrition  and  Food  Conserva.tion  Branch  in  the  FDA, 
which  will  attempt  to  align  every  kitchen  in  the  Nation  with  the  war  food  program. 
(See  FDA  Director's  Memorandujn  No,   2,   Supplement  Q)» 

March  26,   1943;     Executive  Order  9322  established  an  Admini  str^^t  ion  of  Food  Pro- 
duction and  Distribution  consolidating  t he  former  Food  Production  idministrrtion 
(except  Fjcrm  Credit  Administration),  Food  Distribution  Administration,  Commodity 
Credit  Corporation,  and  Extension  Service.     The  Administrator  of  Food  Production 
and  Food  Di  stribut  ion  vras  given  powers  conferred  on  the  Secretary  by  the  Executive 
Order  of  December  5,   1942-,   including  those  with  respect  to  f  rrm  manpower  and 
labor.     The  Secretary'-  continued  as  a.  member  of  '/ifPB,   chairman  of  the  Inter- 
Departmental  Committee,   and 'United  States  representative  on  the  Combined  Food 
Board.  .     •  •. 

March  30,  1943s     The  Food  Distribution.  Administration  announced  it  would  soon 
release  tvro  m.illion  cases  of  canned  fruits  and  vegetables  to  augment  civilian 
supplies.   *  *  *  *  The  Rubber  Director  and  the  Secretary  of  Agriculture  jointly 
announced  that  the  Guayule  Emergency  Rubber  Program  is  to  be  curt?^iled  to  mini- 
mize interference  with  food-crops  'production.     Such  high-grade,   irrigated  land 
leased  but  not  already  planted  to  guayule  will  be  turned  back  to  owners  or  sub- 
leased for  food  production.     No  further  lands  will  be  leased  for  the  rubber 
project. 

April  19,   1943:     Execut  ive  Order  9334  named  the  new  Department  food  agency  the  War 
Food  Administration  and  clarified  the  powers  end  functions  of  the  Secretary  of 
Agriculture  and  the  War  Food  Administrator, 
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April,  30,  1943;  '  The  'V^jFA  announced  a  new  organisation  under  a  deputj^  .administra- 
tor to  administer  t-he  farm 'labor  program,  .    ■  '. 

May  10,   1943:     The  \WA  established  an  Office  of  Materials  and  Facilities  under 
a  deputy  administrator  to  have  charge  of  all  programs,  concerned  with  supplies,„ 
machinery,  eqtiipment,  materials,  and  facilities  used  in  producing  and -processing 
■food,   *  *■  *  *    The  :iaRA  announced  that  apple  sirup,  which  its '  seienti  st  s  developed 
to  make  use  of  off -grade  fruit  and  apple  v/aste,  was  in  large-scale  commercial  j 
production  and,  among  other  things,  -was  being  used  by  the  tobacco  industry  to 
replace  glycerin  needed  in  making  explosives,       .  f 

Mg.y  is,  1943:     The  administrators  in  charge  of  food  production  and  food  distribu- 
.tion  activities  became  members  of  the  Executive  Staff  of  the  VJFA,  *  *  *  *  The  ARA 
announced  an  improved  method  for  dehydrating  natural  American  cheddar  cheese  for 
Lend-Lease  and    other  uses,  which  will  release  spray-drying  equipment  for  drying 
other  foods*,  *■  *  *  *    Establishment  of  the  War  Meat  Board  was  announced  to  facil- 
itate the  handling  of  the  Nation^  s  meat  •  supply,  as  was  jointly  announced  by  the 
WA  end  the  OPA. 

May  18,  1943:    ARA  announced  a  new  type  of  lignin  plastic  which  can  be  made  from 
farm  wastes  and  used  to  replace  metal  for  many  purposes,   including  some  military. 
The  Northern'  RegionsQ.  -   Research  Laboratory  had  made  the  plastic  from  cornstalks, 
wheat  straw,  flax  shives,  ?nd  other  fibrous  materials,   *  *  *  *  "'"JFA  sharpljr 
reduced  the  quantities  of  c??nned  fruits  and  vegetables  that  csnners  must  set  asidf 
from  1943  production  for  Government  requirement  s« 

May  25,  1943:    The  War  Food  Administrator  asked  Governors  and  Commissioners  of 
Agriculture  in  flood-stricken  States  of  the  middle  Mississippi  basin  to  meet  with 
his  personal  representative  on  May  26  to  formulate  a  joint  Federal -Stote  program 
for  1943  food  production  in  the  flooded  areas.' 

May  26,   1943;    ''NFA  and  '"TB  announced  a  program  to  relieve  farmers'   lumber  needs 
for  essential  repair  and  construction,  the  latt.er  extending  an  AA-2  preference 
rating  for  delivery  of  500,000,000.  board  feet  of  lumber  during  June  to  September, 
on  authorized  purchase  certificates,  the  distribution  phase  of  the  program  being 
handled  by  WA,   *  *  *  *  YIFk  announced  the  appointment  of  a  Dir.ector  of  Trans- 
portation to  act  as  the  Administra.tor s  direct  representative  in  coordinating 
the  transportation  work  of  its  constituent  agencies o 

May  28 J   1943;    YJFA  announced  measures  are  being  provided  to  requisition  idle  fari 
machinery    where  necessary  to  make  it  available  for  purchase  by  farmers  in  need 
of  it  or  who  can  put  it  to  full  use.   *  *  *  *  Forest  Service  pnnounced  completion] 
of  experimental  plantings  of  four  selected  strains  of  goldenrod,  totaling  650 
ecres,  as  part  of  the  emergency  rubber  program. 

May  31 ..   1943 1     Discontinuance  of  ,  Commodity  Credit  Corporation  sales  of  wheat  for 
feed  after  .May  31,  .except  to  take  care  of   emergency  situations,  v/as  announced 
by  WFA.    ■      -    ,  ■  ■ 

-June  3.;  1943:    The  Beverages  and  Tobacco.  Division,  of  '".TB  became  port  of  ''TA,  its 
functions  to  be  administered  by.  FDA, 
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June  16^  1945:    WA  took  emergency  action  to  keep  corn-processing  plants  supplied 
with  corn  needed  in  the  production  of  war  products.    At  the   seme  time  it  called 
all  loans  on  the  1942  crop  corn,  loans  to  be  paid  or  the  corn  delivered  to  the 
CCC  not  later  than  July  15.   *  *  *  *    ARA  announced  a  method  of  producing  alcohol 
from  v/heat  without  the  addition  of  malt^  v/ith  the  possibility  of  separating 
protein  and  starch  at  the  beginning  of  the  alcohol  process.     If  this  could  be 
done  commercially  at  low  expense,  a  large  quantity    of  protein  for  livestock  feed 
and  other  uses  could  be  ma.de  available  before  distillation  instead  of  being 
recovered  from  distiller's  slop  as  at  present. 

June  21:  1945;    An  Office  of .  Labor  was  established  in  the  ^.TA  to  carry  out  ell 
labor,  manpower,  and  v/age-stsbiliza^tion  prc^rams  heretofore  carried  out  by  various 
agencies  of  the  Administration.     (See  Administrator's  Memorandum  No.   2  Revised). 

June  25 p  1945:    WFA  announced  requisitioning  corn  stocks  in  96  midwesterh  termi- 
nal elevators  in  a  further  effort  to  get  corn  to  vital  processing  plants^  the 
supply  obtained  to  be  allocated  later  by  the  Administrations 

June  50;   1945:    A  letter  from  the  President  designated  the  •A'ar  Food  Administrator 
a  member  of  the  Jls^r  Production  Board. 

July  8,  1945:    ?iFA  announced  its  intention  to  purchase  c?nned  vegetables  — 
tomatoes,  tomato  juice,   tomato  pulp,  toma.to  paste,   sweet  corn,   snrp  beens,  green 
peas,   lima  beans,  beets,  and  carrots  —  under  a  price-support  progrf;m. 

July  15,   1945;    TJFA  cjinounced  the  1944  all-out  food -production  program  which 
involved  planting  580,000,000  acres  to  crops» 

July  26 s   1945;     The  Secretary  announced  flood-restoration  loans  designed  to  enabl 
farmers  to  put  their  flood-damaged*  farms  back  into  cultivation  in  12  mid-western 
a.nd  southern  States. 

July  51,   1945;     Food  Distribution  Order  71  was  issued  placing  a  temporary  embargo 
©n  the  sale^  purchase,  and  processing  of  turkey,  to  enable  the  armed  forces  to 
secure  their  requirements, 

August  9.   1945:  announced  the  allocation  to  civilians  of  12  times  the  soya 

products  available  last  year  to  strengthen  the  wartime  diet, 

August  10^^  1945;    Details  of  the  new.  over-all  progr&m  for  licensing  livestock 
slaughterers,  effective  August  15^  were  announced  by  "".^JFAo  *  *  *  *    To  help  stimu- 
late tne  output  of  lumber,  veneer  logS;   pulpwood^  ?nd  other  forest  products  ur- 
gently needed  for  war,  the  Forest  Servicer  at  the  request  of  Y/PB,   launched  a 
special  Timber  Production  Y'ar  Project.     Project  foresters  were  assigned  to  timber 
producing  areas  east  of  the  Great  Plains  to  help  bring  stumpage  ovmers  and  opera- 
tors together  sind  assist  on  labor,   equipment  and  other  problems  affecting 
production© 

August  14,   1945:     The  Food  Industries  Labor  Branch  was  transferred  from  FDA  to 
IOTA'S  Office  of  Labor, 

August  17,   1945;     The  turkey  embargo  order  was  tightened  by  amendment  to  restrict 
all  sales  to  civilians  after  August  21  until  the  armed  forces'   requirement,  for 
overseas  shipment  is  met, 

August  24,   1945;  announced  a  potato  loan  program  to  insure  growers  of  return 

as  high  as  the  support  prices  announced  at  planting  time  v;ould  provide,   and  to 
assure  orderly  distribution  of  this  year's  record  crop. 

August  25,  1943_:      UFA  established  the  National     ^'fer  Board,  effective  September  I 
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August  26,  .  1943 :     The  Office  of  Vvar  Board  Services  wb.s  established  in  WK  under 
a  Directore 

August  50j  1943 t    Attention  was  called  to  the  fact  that  Federal  standards  would 
require  a  higher  level  of  enrichment  in  the  manufacture  of  white  bread  after 
October  1,  in  conformity  with  new  standards  for  enriched  flour  prescribed  under 
the  Food,  Drugs,  and  Cosmetic  Act. 

August  31,  1943:     The  butter  set-aside  quota  was  lowered  from  30  to  20  percent 
of  September  production. 

September  1,  1943:    Livestock  slaughter  quotas  were  suspended  for  2  months. 

September  6,  1943:    V.'FA  prmounced  its  purchase,  program  for  12  classes  of  1943- 
crop  dry  edible  beans. 

.  September  7,   1943:    WA  announced '  that  1,600,000  placements  of  workers  had  been 
made  on  American  farms  through  the  Government  farm-labor  program  during  the 
past  four  months.  ■ 

September  8,  1943:  WFA  authorized  the  Director  of  Food  Distribution  to  regulate 
expanding  fluid-milk  sales  through  a  system  of  dealer  quotas. 

September  18,   1945;     It  was  announced  that   there  would  be  no  marketing  quotas 
for  the  1943  corn  crop,  .  " 

September  24,   1945:    l-VFA  announced  its  over -all  organizational  set-up.     It  was 
made  clear  that  Department  staff  and  service  agencies  form  part  of  and  serve  the 
WA  just  as  they  do  the  USDA. 

October  1,  1943:     The  general  provisions  of  a  payment  program  became  effective 
to  December  31,   1943^  to  protect  dairy- farmers  against  increases  in  t he  price  of 
dairy  feeds  above  the  level  of  September  1942 • 

October  4^,  1943:    Potatoes  were  named  a  national  Victory  Food  Selection,  October 
21  to  JJovember  6^   in  view  of  an  all-time  high  record  crop  and  the  need  for  con- 
serving part  thereof  in  home  storage, 

October  6,   1943;     The  functions  ot  YTA  and  CCC  vrith  respect  to  the  procurement 
and  development,  of  food,  food  machinery,   and  other  food  facilities  in  foreign 
countries  were  transferred  to  «^nd  consolidated  in  the  Foreign  Economic  xA.dminis- 
tration«  .  '  \ 

:  October  14.   1943 :    lAlFA  announced  the  formation  of  an  .Inter -Agency  Comm.ittee  on 
Food  for  Workers  to  aid  in  the  program  of  providing  food  needed  by  industrial 
workers,,  thus  assuring  the  highest  efficiency  in  production.     It  includes  repre- 
sentatives of  WAg  WBj  OPA,  and  WdC,     The  Director  of  the  FDA  is  chairman. 

October  23.   1943:     By  General  Departmental  Circular   14  thfe'  Administrative  Council 
and  its  functions  were  reconstituted.     Its  alt ernate  -chairmen  a  re  now  Assistants 
to  the  Secretary  and  the  "lYar  Food  Administrator,     Its- other  members  are  the 
■  Directors  , of  Finance  and  Budget  Off ic e,  Persorjiel,  a nd  Information;  the  Solicitor 
the  Chief  of  the  Office  of  Plant  and  Operations;  and  the ■ Land  Use  Coordinator. 

October..  28,   1943 :    .The  President,  by  Executive  Order  9392,  amending  previous 
Order  9334,,  made  the  War.  Food  Administrator  the  United  States  member  of  the  Com- 
bined Food  Board,  and  chairman  of  'the  Pood  Advisory-' Committee ' and  the  Inter- 
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agency  Allocations  Committee, abolished  by  War  Food  Administrator's  Memorsndum 
No«  30  •which  transferred  their  functions-  to  the  Food  Requirements  and  Alloca- 
tions Committee,  to  pa.ss  on  all  domestic  and  foreign  claims  for"  food  from  IT,  ^, 
sources  in  ¥iFA.     It  specified  that  the  Vifg.r'Food  Administrator  and  the  Secretary 
of  Agriculture  continue  as  members  of  the  War  Production  Board.     On  the  same  day 
the  War  Food  Administrator  appointed  the  Director  of  FDA  chaii*raan  of  this  nevr 
committee  and  also  designated  him  the  Administrator's  personal  repr'ec.ent ative  and 
deputy  on  the  Combined  Food  Board*     (See  also  Administrator's  Memorandum  30, 
dated  October  28,  1943.)  *******  *By  Administrator's  Memcrpndum  31,  dated 
October  29,   1943,  the  functions  of  the  State  and  County  War  Boards  v/ere  reassigned 
and  redefined;   so  also  .were  those  of  .Administrative  and  Department  line  agencies 
in  the  field. 

November  6,   1943:    Under  Supplement  1  to  Admini stre tor'' s  Memorandum  27,  November 
6,  1943,  the  name  of  the  Office  of  Labor  Supply  ivas  changed  beck  to  Office  of 
Labor,  minor  changes  were  made  in  the  functions  of  the  Offices  of  Budget  and 
Finance  and  of  Personnel,  and  the  Office  of  Lond  Use  Coordin?. tion  was  added  to 
the  list  of  USDA-WA  service  and   staff  a^-encies, 

December  1,   1943:    Administrator's  Memorandum  27,   Supplement  2,  was  issued  defin- 
ing the  functions  of  the  Office  of  Transportation  and  sta.tingthat  this  Office 
formed  part  of  the  Office  of  the  "I'^^er  Food  Administrator  find  was  not  one  of  the 
\Wk  program  agencies. 

December  4,   1943:    \Wk  arnounced  a  series  of   steps  to  be  taken  as  part  of  the 
Government  livestock-feed  conservation  prograjn.     These  involved  elimination  of 
CCC  subsidies  paid  on  corn  moving  from  surplus  to  eastern  and  southern  deficit 
areas;  an  increase  in  the  price  of  feed  wheat;  and  an  offer  to  buy  corn  during 
the  remainder  of  1943  a.t  the  old  ceiling  price  in  approximately  150  counties  on 
the  fringe  of  the  Corn  Belt  vrhere  the  new  corn  ceiling,  effective  December  6. 
ajnounts  to  a  price  reduction..     The  program  is  designed  to  bring  prices  of  various 
feed  groins  more  nearly  into  line  with  one  anotherj   so  as  to  use  and  conserve 
these  grains  as  efficiently  as  possible  and  make  more  feed  a^railable  in  deficit 
areas., 

December  18^  1943:     Food  Production  Order  9,  Revision  3,  was  issued  by  ^TA  to 
effect  better  distribution  of  protein  meal  sir-ng  lix^estock  and  poultry  feeders  ard 
among  rndxed-feed  manufacturers, 

December  30,  1943:    Administrator's  Memorandum  11,  revised^.   Supplement  2,  discon- 
tinued the  Office  of  V^'ar  Board  Services,  transferred  the  personnel  to  Food  Pro- 
duction Administration,  and  the  functions  to  the  Chairman  of  the  National  ^far 
Board, 

January  1^  1944:  General  Departmental  Circular  21  transferred  the  functions, 
personnel,  property  and  records  of  the  Office  of  Land  Use  Coordination  to  th; 
immediate  Office  of  the  Secretary. 

January  6y   1944:    VIFA  issued  its  statement  on  its  ov-n  '^nd  prix^ately  ovvmcd  food 
stocks,, 

January  12,   1944:    Administrat  or '  s' Memora.ndum  31^  revised,   Supplem.ent  1,  was 
issued  to  supplement  Memorandum  31  regarding  the  coordination  of  activities  car- 
ried on  through  State  and  County  War  Boardso 
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January  19 ^  1944':  '  The  spring  prog re^m. on 'un^ at i one d.  and  low'-point  foods  was 
announced.     The  idea- '^vr^.s  ,to-  create  larger  . , sales 'of  unrationed  and  low-point  foods 
and  to  adyise  the  public'  ttet  the-. most  ^.practical  method  'Of  gharing  our.  food  sup- 
ply, was  to  emphasize  available  and  more.^  plentiful  f  oods  ivhich- are  unrati oned  or 
.  of ,  .low-point  VT^lue..' '  ^       ,  ■  ■ 

January  .21  r,   1944':  '  iudmini  strator '  ,s  Memo r£.nd:um '2 7,  ■■-Supplement  4..   changed  the  name  r 
of  the  Food  Production  Admini  st  ration  and  the  Food  .Distribution  Administration  tc/* 
the  Office  of  Production  ond  the  Office,  of  Distribution^   respectively;  redefined  j 
the  functions  of  the^e  offices  and... of  t.he  Commodity  Credit  Corppration;  and 
esta<.bli shed  an  Office  of  Price  to  deal  v/ith'  problems  relating- to  the  approval  of 
maximum  prices  for,  and  support  of,  agricultural  commoditiesc ;   The^  Soil  Conserva- 
tion Service,  the  Agricultural  Adjustment  Ao-ency,  and  t  he  Farm  Security  Adminis- 
tration became  independent  a,gencle.s  in- the ' War  Pood  Administration. 

January  24^   1944;     To  facilitate  the -.execution  of "  changes  prescribed  in  Adminis- 
trator's Memorandum  2  7,  Supplement  4,,  issued  January -'21,  an  Administrative  Com- 
mittee v/as  established  under  the  chairmanship  of  flilsOn  Cowen,  'Assistant  War 
Food  Administrator  c   *  *  t  *  The  functions  of  the  Inter -Agency  Irxformation  Commit- 
tee were  announcedo     This  Committee  consists  of  representatives  of  X%.r.,:  ITavy, 
WB,  \mc;  T/LB/  KiW,-  Interior,  ODT, .  RFC,.  SSS,  OPA.-  Treasurer/ OES/FE\,  life.ritime 
Coramissionp  War  Shipping  Admini strati en,  FEA,  etco^-and  its  purpose-  is  to  increase 
the  flow  of  government  information    about  production-  and  employment  problems. 

January  26,  1944:    l^A  announced  proposed  1944  support  prices  f  or  f  arm  .products, 

January  29,.  -1944:    A  Department  Poultry  Committee  ^vas  announced  under  the  chair- 
manship of  Wo  Do  Termohlen,  Office-  of  Distribution^  ^Adt  h  representatives  of  both 
,WFA  and  USDA,  to  serve  as  a  central  point  of  reference  for  appropriate  matters 
relating  to  poultry  end  eg^^s,.  and.  to  facilitate  the -' interchange  of  inJ"ormation 
and  discussion  of  operating  problems  and  programs  which  concern  more  .than  one 
agency  of  the  Department,  .  ,  ■ 

February  17g  1944;    I'VFA  announced  proposed  1944  support  prices  for-hay  and  pas- 
ture seedsj   subject  to  subsequent  ..act  of  Congress  providing  fundso 

February  13;   1944;    V-TA  announced  proposed  support  prices  for  vegetables  for  can- 
ning and  for  canned  vegetable s^   subject  to  later  act  of  Congress  making  provisio: 
for  carrying  out  this  .program, 

February'"' ■  20 p   1944;     The  Forest  Service^   acting  a  s  agent  for  the"  Federal  Surplus 
Commodibies  Corporation,   set  up  a  special '  pro  ject  to  salvage' for  war  use  a.s  ^iiuch 
as  poss'ible    P  the  50  million  board  feet  of  savf-logs  and  500.,  000  cords  of  pulp- 
wood  damaged'  by  an  ice  storm  .thatr  hit  east  Texas  in  January.     Operations  under 
the  program  in  which  prisoner-of-war  la bor  . was  " usedj  were  completed' .in  January 
1945^  ...  :  . 

March  2/-1944;     The  Office  of . .Iifet^rial s  and  Facilities  v/as  designated  by  General 
Departmental  Circular   31  to  represent  ^-JFA  and  the  Department : in  ^al  1.  matter s  per- 
taining to  the  distribution  of  surplus  ma.terialsj   equipment,"  and  facilities 
ayaila.ble  i'or  release,  by  the  armed  forces,  and  other  governmental  agencies  and  was 
directed  to  formulate  ajid  •  admini  ster  a,- program' for"  the  .effective,  use  ..thereof  • 


March  4,   1944:    UTFA  announced  1944  support  prices  on  farm  products,  these  pro- 
posals  having  hitherto  been  contingent  upon  action  by  Congress  making  provision 
to  carry  them  out.     Congress  had  now  ts.ken  such  action  and  price  schedules  became 
effective.    A  complete  summary  of  the  support -price  progrejii  was  thereupon  ussued.. 

March  9,  1944:    Existing  organizations  in  the  Office  of  Distribution  were  re- 
grouped  to  define  responsibilities  and  authority  more  clearly,  and  to  streamline 
administration.     Deputy  Directors  for  Commodity  and  Industry  Regulation,  for 
Supply  for  Civilian  Programs,   and  f  or  I^Ianagement  were  named.,  and  WA's  food 
procurement  and  disposition  functions  were  centralized  at  the  same  time.     A  new- 
ly created  Procurement  Branch  under  the  Deputy  Director  for  Supply  became  respon- 
sible for  all  food  purchasing  and  disposition  of  commodities  for  the  Office  of 
Distribution, 

March  18,  1944:     The  duties,  responsibilities^  and  functions  of  the  Office  of 
Production  were  outlined  in  Administrator's  Memorandiam  27^  Supplement  6,  This 
superseded  Administrator's  Memorandum  26  and  all  other  memoranda  previously 
issued,  insofar  as  inconsistent  therewith. 

April  18,  1944:     Provision  was  made  by  Administrator's  Memorandum  43  for  offer- 
ing advisory  assistance  to  returning  veterans  wishing  to  farm.     The  Extension 
Service,  with  and  through  cooperating  State  Extension  services,  was  riven  charge 
of  this  programo     Operational  procedure  developed  in  consultation  with  Selective 
Service  was  made  public, 

April  20,  1944:    An  essential -oils-industry  advisory  committee  was  organized  by 
VJFA  under  the  chairmanship  of  a  staff  member  of  the  Office  of  Distribution. 

April  21,   1944:     The  hen-turkey  set-aside^   end  a  revision  of  the  milk-conservatior. 
program  were  announced  by  WA.     Both  mp-de  such  adjustments  as  were  needed  to  take 
advantage  of  spring  peaks  8n.d  ma.rketing  conditionse 

April  25,  1944:    FSA  announced  large  increases  in  1943  production  by  its  bor- 
rowers, 49  percent  more  meat  and  14  to  65  percent  more  of  five  war-essential 
food  and  oil  crops,  over  1942. 

April  24;   1944:    YJFA  and  the  Department  announced  their  administrative  set-up 
and  preliminary  plans  for  handling  their  responsibilities  in  the  disposal  of 
surplus  war  property  that  can  be  used  in  agricultural  production..  An 
urgent  appeal  was  issued  to  farmers  in  surplus-producing  coi^nties  of  the  Corn 
Belt  to  sell  corn  to  the  Government,   insofar  as  not  required  for  their  owo.  do'^Is 
or  needs  of  feeders  in  their  ovm  comir.unitie  So 

April  2."    ^944_^     The  Combined  Food  Board  made  public  its  fin.'mrs  regarding  the 
wartirae  i'oo'''  supplies  reaching  average  British.   Canadian,  anJ.  America.i  citizens, 
and  compr^risons  with  prewar  dietss 

May  2,   1944;     The  operational  policies  of  USDA-WA  for  making  assistance  avail- 
able to  farmers  and  ranchers  in  all  phases  of  water  development,  use,  and  dis- 
posal that  are  related  to  crop  and  livestock  production  and  domestic  require- 
ments were  restated  in  General  Departmental  Circular  39. 

Msi-y  24: f   1944:     The  respective  responsibilities  of  the  Office  of  Labor  and  of  the 
Extension  Service  in  the  wartime  farm-labor  progra.m  were  defined  in  Administra- 
tor's Memorandum  27,   Supplement  8, 


August  1^.   1944 ;     Food  processors,   distributors,  and  storage-plrnt  operptors  v;ere 
instructed  that  \WA  members  or  alternates  would  b  ring  their  manpower,  problems  to 
the  attention  of  area  Production  Urgency  and  I^npower . Priorities  committee s« 
The  former  are  under  the  chairmanship  of  WBj  the  latter  under  chairmanship  of 
the  ITar  Manpower  Commission. 

August  2,  194:4;  Administrator's  Memorandum  46  announced  the  appointment  of  a 
Committee  o.n' Drought  Problems  to  develop  recommendf^tions  for-  5meli<3r'?-ting  "the 
adverse  effects  of  widespread  droughts  on  wartime- crop  phd,  livestock  production. 
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June  2,  '1944  ;     The'  Secr.etory^'4dsl^m1;e^^^  in.  Masou:ci""©nd 'Illinois  to 

'receive,  f  und  s  .  to  help  farmers  rest  or  e/p,r  ope  rt^  damaged  by  .floods  or  mndstorms 
in  1944. V"  -Z^S.'' '  jT'' J.'" 

June  22 y  .1944;     The .  Servicemen *.s  Readjustment  Act  of  1944  wa§  passed.    .It,  includ- 
ed provisions  to  guarantee  .loans  t'o  veterans -for  :t  he  purchase -of.  f;a'rms?7nd  fsrm 
equipment,  _  \'        ■     '  " 

June  21  s   1944 ;    WA  announced  the  'appo'intrn--nt  . "of  a  1944-45  control  committee,  to  % 
administer  the  Federal  marketings  agreement  regulating  the  handling  .of  certain         i  t 
pear  varieties  in  Oregon,   ■''feshington,  and'Cplifornia.   *  *  *  *    'The  United'  States  X 
and  Canada  "began  a  cooperative  experiment  io  test  methods  of  applying  sprays  ^ 
from  aircraft  for  the  control  of  the  spruce  budworm  in Oixtsaiico  and  Quebec,  and 
threatening  to  invade  spruce  forests  of  New  England  and  the. Lake  States,^ 

June  50,  1944;     Specif i.c  Ceiling  Regulation  20,  the  first  .such  .regulation  apply- 
ing to  dairy  workers  to  be  issued  .since  the  ;rarm  .v/age  stabili z.at ion  began,- 
November  1942,  appeared.     It  esta'blished  maximum  •/vage  rate's  for  dairy  workers  in 
certain  portions  of  the  Los  Angeles  metropolitan  milk  shed.  „  .•  . . 

July  6,  1944 ;'  Announcement  was  made  of  IWk  arrangements  to  leese  a  75-year-old 
limestone  mine  near  Atchison,  Kansc,  to  be . converted . into  12  million  cubic  feet 
of  storage  space  for  Government -owned  lard,  eggs,  and  other  perishable  foods. 

July  7,  1944;     Information  was  released  on  the  manner  in  v.hioh  formers  -in  all 
States  v/ho  need  lumber  for  maintenance  pnd  repair  work  on  farms  c'^'n  obtain - 
preference  ratings  as    high  as  those  assigned  ejiy  civilian  use» 

July  13,  1944;    WA  announced  that  the  National  School  Lunch  Program  for'.the 
1944-45  school  year  had  been  assured  mth  an  appropriation  of  C  60, 000, .000  by 
Congress  for  its  operation.     The  program  v/ould  be  similar  to  that  carried  out  in 
1943-44..  .  : 

July  14,   1944;    l^PA  announced  issuance  of  a  general  authorization  under  "^^fe.r  Food 
Order  69,  amended,  releasing  certain  fruits  for  the  production  of  alcoholic 
products.     This  action  was  taken  in  the  face  of  prospective  .large  crops  of  decid- 
uous and  citrus  -fruits. 

July  17,  1944;     ^'JFA  announced  that  68  million  bushels  of  corn  h-^.  d  been  acquired 
by  Government  as  a  result  of  the  "Corn  For  lATar  Program."    A  summary  of  operation 
under  War  Food  Order  98,  which  restricted  corn  sales  in  125  counties  of  5  midwest 
States  was  disclosed.     Thus  corn  was  provided  for  the  manufacture  of  airplane  and 
tank  engines,  explosives,.,  textiles,  medical  supplies,   and  other  items  needed  by 
the  armed  forces,  '  ' 


September  6,  1944;  Announcement  was  made  by  the  Director  of  War  Mobilization, 
on  the  basis  of  a  letter  from  the  War  Food  Administrator  dated  .August  31,  that. 
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on  September  17,  a  number,, of  food  items  would  be  removed  from  the  ration-  list; 
These  included  certain  fruit  tspreade,   cp.nned  vegete.bles,  sjid  relsted  canned 
products.     This  release  wes  made  possible  by  the  production  iob  occonpliRhed 
farmers  and  food  processors,   ?nd  ■  the         wes-  .conisrratulpted.  on  its  services  in 
connection  t her eudth.  *  *  *  *  General  Departmental  Circular  51  pnnounced  the 
new  rules  on  penalty  mail  pursuant  to  Public  Law  364,   78th  Congress,  approved 
June  28,  1944.  "       ^'  ■.    .     ■  - - 

September  12,  1944:     The  Secretary  mede  public  today  recommendations  of  the  USDA 
postwar  planning  group  calling  for  production  of  solid' nitrogen  fertilizer  at 
some  of  the  synthetic  ammonia  plants  now  operated  by  the  Government, 

September  19,  1944:    A  broad  program  of  home  gardening  for  1945  was  recommended 
to  the  Secretary  of  Agriculture  and  the  Tfar  Food  Administrator  by -the  National 
Advisory  Garden  Committee. 

September  28,  1944:    Announcement  v/as  ma.de  of  the  end  of  ra.tioning  for  all  farm 
machinery,'-  and  equipment  except  corn  pickers.     The  -Tar  Food  Administrator  an- 
nounced that  VJFA  rationing  and  distribution  control  of  all 'farm  machinery  -  and 
equipment  except  corn  pickers  was  at  endo  ' 

October  3,  1944:     The  Surplus  Property  Act  and  the  'Var  Mobilization'  and  Recon- 
version Act  were'  passed,  providing  for  disposal  of  '-surplus  war  material,  and 
for  certain  functions  to  be  exercised  by  1/VFA  and  other  provisions-  concerning 
the  sale  of  agricultural  commodities-,  and  establishing  the  Office  of  War  Mobil- 
ization and  Reconversion.  ' 

October  9,  1944:     General  Departmental  Circular  53  appeared  outlining  Department 
policy  on  the  reemployment  of  vetera.ns, 

October  20,  1944:  Announcement  -was .made  that  a  member  of  the  staff  of  the  Farm 
Management  Division  of  the  Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics  had  been  designated 
to  aid  Washirigton  veterans  and  prospective  veteran.s  in  securing  personal  advice 
regarding  farming  opportunities.  ■  ,.  -'  

October  25,  1944:     The  Extension  Service  announced  that  11,000  practical,. farmera- 
in  two-thirds  of  the  Nation's  counties  were,  checking  land  values,  and'  other  agri- 
cultural facts,   in  cooperation  v/ith  it,  to  prepare  for  service  as  per'sonal 
advisors  on  farming  to  returning  veterans.  *  *  *  *  The  Victory  Garden  Program 
for  1945  Y^'as  am.ouncedc   *  *  *  *  The  Rural  Electrification  Administration  ^'^nnounce 
its  5-year  program,  for  providing  electric  service  to  3,655,*000  rural  homes,  now 
without  current,  but  -which  can  be  reached-  by  extensions  from  existing  rural  power 
systems.  ■  ' 

October  26,   1944:    Administrator's  Memorandum  27,   Supplement  10,   established  a 
nev/  sta.ff  "JFA  Office  of  .Surplus  Property  and  Reconversion  to  supervise  and   ■  ■ 
coordinate  the  functions  of  its  various  agencies  .in  surplus  property  disposal, 
reconversion,  and  contract  settlement.  •  ~ '  • 

November  10,  1944;    Administrator's  Memorajidum  27-,.  Supplement  11,  appointed  a 
Director  of  77ater  Utilization  in  the  Office  of  the  ll-ar  Food  Administrator,  to 
exercise  general  supervision  over  and  coordinate  the  functions  and. responsibil- 
ities of  'I'lFA  agencies  in  the  field  of  water  development,  use,   and  dispo.sal,  and 
to  work  closely  with  the  Land  Use  Coordina.t or,  who  is  in  the  Secretary's  office. 
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November  15,   1944;    \WA  arinounced  its  suggested  l94g  np-bional  farm  production 
program. 

November  20,  1944;    VJFA  announced  termination  of  rationing  and  distribution  con- 
trol over  corn  pickers. 

November  28,   1944;     It  was  reported  that  18-|  million  Victory  Gardens  were  grown 
in  1944. 

November  50^  1944;     The  Secretary  designated  the  then  Director  of  the  Office  of 
Surplus  Property  and  Reconversion  as  his  representative  in  matters  concerning 
surplus  property. 

December  8,   1944;     The  Administrator  of  Veterans*  Affairs  designated  t he  USDA  as 
cooperating  agency  to  aid  in  determining  whether  guaranty  of  farm  lop-ns  should 
be  approved  for  veterans;  this  was  under  authority  given  him  in  the  Servicemen's 
Readjustment  Act  of.  1944. 

December  1,3,  1944;    Administrator's  Memorandum  27,  Revision  1,   (effective  Janu- 
ary  1,   1945)  reorganized  ?-iving  nemes,  functions,  a  nd  top  personnel  of  '^Wk 

staff  end  program  agencies.     The  Offices  of  Production  pnd  Distribution  were 
abolished.     Offices  of  Be.sic  Commodities,  Marketing  Services,  and  Supply  were 
created.     Feed-management  and  crop-production  work  of  the  Office  of  Production 
went  to  iu'ili,  its  land -cons ervat ion  functions  to  SCS.     Various  CCC  commodity 
divisions  v/ere  placed  in  the  new  Office  of  Basic  Commodities.     The  Offices  of 
Marketing  Services  and  Supply  were  formed  from  the  former  Office  of  Distribution, 
Federal  Crop  Insurance  Corporation  became  an  independent  program  agency.  Officia 
responsibilities  were  clarified. 

December  23,   1944;     General  Departmental  Circular  57  announced  the  appointment  of 
a  Committee  on  National  Fertilizer  Policy.   *  *  *  *  The  Federal  Crop  Insurance 
Act  was  Eimended  to  authori^ze  issuance  of  insurance  on  1945  crops. 

December  27,   1944;     Office  of  Surplus  Property  and  Reconversion  Memorandum  1' 
announced  procedures  relating  to  its  functions  and  operations,  y 

January  1,  1945;    Wk  announced  termination  of  Yiar  Food  Order  96,  as  of  December 
30,   1944,  v^ich  required  operators  of  grain  elevators  in  5  Corn-Belt  States  to  se 
aside  60  percent  of  the   corn  they  .received,     A  record  corn  crop  of  3,228,000,000 
bushels  and  a  reduction  in  livestock  numbers  precipitated  this  action.   *  *  *  * 
To  make  more,  timber  available  for  immediate  operation  for  v/ar  needs,  and  to 
provide  access  to  deposits  of  strateric  minerals,  the  Forest  Service,  up  to  Jan- 
uary 1,  1945,  had  undertaken  construction  or  improvement  of  2,501  miles  of  access 
roads  on  247  projects, 

January  3,  1945 ;     Administrator's  Memorandum  27,  Revision  1,   Supplement  2,  an- 
nounced appointments  to  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Federal  Crop  Insurance 
Corporation  as  follows;    W.  A.  Jump,  Director  of  the  Office  of  Budget  &  Finance; 
H.  B.  Boyd,  Director  of  Price;  Ernest  R.  Duke,   Chairman  National  War  Board, 
and  also  Chairman  of  this  Board  of  Directors,  ,    •  .  .  " 

Januairy  5,   1945 ;    Administrator's  Memorandum  27,  Revision  1,  Amendment  1,  announc 
ed  that  the  Office  of  Basic  Commodities,  the  Office  of  Supply,  and  that   part  of 
the: /Office  of  Marketing  Services  concerned  with  school  lunch  and  direct  distri- 
butifjn  programs  (undeF  Section  32,  public  Law  320,   74th  Congi-ess),  together  vdth 
their  functions,  funds,   personnel,  and  property,  were  consolidated  with  and  made 
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part  of  Commodity  Credit  Corporation  &.s  of  January  1,   1945.     To  one  CCC  vice 
president  were  assigned  duties  previously  assigned  the  Director  of  Bpsic  Comnod- 
ities,  and  to  another  those'  previously  assigned  to  the  Director  of  Supply  and 
to  the  Director  of  Marketing  Services--insof ar  as  school  lunch  and  direct  distri- 
bution programs  are  concerned*     These  vice  presidents  are  directly  responsible 
to  the  War  Food  Administrator  in  carrying  out  their  programs. 

January  6g  1945:    \WA  announced  a  revision  upward  of  the  egg-production  goalo 

January  9,  1945  :  offered  to  buy  50  million  bushels  of  yellow  corn  from 

farmers,  to  be  held  in  farm  cribs  and  delivered  to  \WA  during  the   summer  months, 
this  stockpile  to  be  set  up  as  an  emergency  reserve  aged  nst  future  needs. 

Januany^  11,  1945:     Administrator's  Memorandum  27,  Revision  1,  /;jnendment  2,  de- 
fined the  respective  responsibilities  of  the  Office  of  Lpbor  and  of  the  Extension 
Service  with  respect  to  labor. 

February  7,  1945:     General  Departmental  Circular  61  defined  the  functions  of  the 
Office  of  Foreign  Agricultural  Relations. 

February  23,   1945:    /Genersl   Departmental  Circular  63  announced  pp rticipe.tion  in 
the  Third  Inter -American  Conference  on  Agriculture  to  be  held  in  Venezuela  during 
July  1945. 

March  12,   1945:     It  was  announced  thr.t   18  nations  had  pgreed  to  accept  the  consti- 
tution of  the  Food  and  Agriculture  Organization  of  the  United  Nations  (FAO),  only 
20  p^cceptances  required  to  put  the  constitution  into  force. 

March  14,   1945:    Administrator's  Memorandum  27,  Revision  1,  Amendment  4,  announced 
the  reconstituted  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Commodity  Credit  Corporation,   *  •*  *  * 
Administrator's  Memorandum  27,  Revision  1,  Amendment  5,   set  forth  the  procedure 
for  initiating  and  approving  ell  programs  carried  out  by  the  Commodity  Credit 
Corporation. 

March  19,  1945:     The  Imr  Food  Administrator  issued  a  statement  concerning  the 
basic  facts  in  the  food  situation  as  of  this  date.      Ann.ouncing  that  '''there  is 
still  a  good  supply  of  food  in  this  country,"  the  statement  went  on  to  cite  the 
requirements  of  our  armed  forces  and  of  our  Allies,   and  to  assert  they  v/ould  be 
met  without  undue  sa.crifice  on  our  pa.rt, 

Karch  21,   1945:    Administrator's  Memorandum  27,   Revision  1,   Supplement  4,  an- 
nounxj^ecL  the  establishment  of  the  Office  of  Investigptory  Services  in  the  '."'ar  Food 
Administration,   and  took  effect  March  2  3. 

March  26,  1945;  .  The  canned  fruit  and  vegetable  guaranty  program  for  1945  was 
arjiounced. 

March  50,   1945:     Administrator's  Memorandum  27,  Revision  1,  Amendment  6,  trans- 
ferred water  conservation  and  utilization  programs  to  SCS  from  FSA. 

March  31,  1945;     It  was  announced  that  the  wFA  corn-purchase  program  would  end 
May  1. 

April  2,   1945:     The  hay  and  pasture-seed  loan  program  for  the  1945  crop  was 
announced  by  WA. 
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Aug^ist  18 J,   1945:     Creation  of  the  Production  and  Marketing  Administration  was 
announced  in  Secretary's  Memorandum  1118,     It  consolidated  into  a  single  unit: 
The  Office  of  Basic  Commodities,  the  Office  of  Supply,  the  Office  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Commodity  Credit  Corporotion;  the  Offices  of  the  Moneger  and  the 
Secretary  of  the  Federal  Crop  Insurance  Corporation,  the  Office  of  Marketing 
Services,  the  Agricultural  J^djustment  Agency,  the  Office  of  Requirements  and 
Allocations,  the  Office  of  Price,  the  Office  of  Tronsportstion,  the  Office  of 
Materials     and  Facilities,  the  Office  of  Labor,  the  Office  of  Home  Food  Supply, 
the  Office  of  Investigatory  Services,   and  the  Federal  Surplus  Commodities  Corpora- 
tion which  is  in  the  process  of  liquidation.     The  new  agency  went  into  operation 
Aup-ust  20r  ■  • 

August  22,   1945:     Secretary's  Memorandum  1120  abolished  the  position  of  Land  Use 
Coordinator  end  the  Office  of  ''Ncter  Utilization  and  assigned  the  personnel  and 
functions  to  the  Assistant  Secretary, 

September  1,   1945:    Administrator's  Memorandum  6  announced  PMA  personnel  and 
function  assigrjnents  for  each  State« 

September  12,  1945:     Secretary's  Memorandum  1124  announced  the  membership  of  the 
Departm.ent  Poultry  Coimnitteeo  -  . 

September  18^  1945:     Secretary's  Memorandum  1099,  Revision  2,   announced  the 
membership  of  the  Department  Committee  on  Foreign  Relationso 

September  27,   1945:     Executive  Order  9630  abolished  the  Foreign  Economic  Adminis- 
tration end  transferred  some  of  its  persorjiel  and  functions  to  the  USDAe 

September  29,   1945:    Administrator's  Memorandum  2,   Supplement  6,  Amendment ■  1 , 
rescinded  the  assignment  of  FCIC  functions,   funds,  personnel,  and  property  to 
PI/A  bi^anchesy  as  prox^ided  by  Section  VIII  of  Administrator's  Memorandum  2,  Sup- 
plement 63   of  Septem.ber  12,  1945, 

October  5^   1945:     Administrator's  Memorandum  15  announced  the  assigrjnent  of  the 
various  commodities  to  PMA.  commodity  branches* 

October  8..   1945:     Secretary's  Memorandum  1118,   Supplement  1,  announced  the  estab- 

lisxhment  of  FCfC  as  a  bureau  in  TMA^ 

October  19,    1945:     Secretary's  Memorandum  1130  assigned  to  a  temporary  PMA  branch 
nameu  the  Foreign  Food  Programs  Beanch^   functions  and  personnel  transferred  from 
Foreign  F.conomic  Administration  to  USDA  by  Executive  Order  9630,   September  27, 
1945,  until  rea.ssignment  can  be  made  to  other  units  in  PM\  or  RFC. 
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